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[Abstract:] Suggestions about coins. 

Columbus, Miss. 

December 1, 1891 

Hon. And Dr. Sir: 

The attached item is floating about in all the papers. R by lean to propose a plan to avoid 
the evil and lop reformed to, to wit: 

Sink the design into the surface of the coin. There would thus be only a plane surface and 
but little attention if any. Please acknowledge & note recognition and reward. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Thos. Way Thorpe 


[Attached newspaper clipping:] 

Fractional Loss in Handling Coin. 

In calculations relating to machinery, the loss of power due to friction is always an important 
factor. That the loss incurred in a few seconds by the friction of a mass of coins, one upon the 
other, should rise to an appreciable amount, strikes the average mind as highly improbable. But 
there need only be enough of the coins - not more than often required for a single shipment - to 
cause a waste which would make trouble for somebody if it were not accounted for. The Iron 
Industry Gazette states that careful experiments made at the United States mint shows that five 
dollars is lost by abrasions every time one million dollars in gold coin is handled. The 
experiments were conducted with bags containing five thousand dollars each, and it was found 
that the mere lifting to a truck of the two hundred bags making up the total sum resulted in the 
loss stated; and as the unloading caused a similar waste, there was a loss of ten dollars, or one- 
thousandth of one percent, in the transfer of the million from one vault to another. -Mechanical 
News. 



